Fraternity/Sorority 101 for New Members

Office of Fraternity and Sorority Life
Colorado State University
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The notes in this presentation are a helpful script in the event you lose your place or would like to train others in
your chapter to present this content. All italicized notes are for your knowledge and reflection, everything in
regular font is meant to be read to your new members. Have fun!

As a new member of a fraternity/sorority at Colorado State University, it is important to understand both the
chapter you've joined and the community that it is a part of. In this presentation, we'll be discussing the history
of fraternities and sorarities, FSL at Colorado State University, and involvement opportunities available to you in

fraternity and sorority life.



Purpose

This presentation is an opportunity for students in their first year of a fraternity or sorority
to reflect with other new members on the difference of and make connections to the other
fraternities and sororities at Colorado State University.
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Thepresentation | am about to present is about fraternity and sorority life at Colorado
State University. The goal is for you, our newest members, to reflect on the differences
of and make connections to the other fraternities at CSU. The first part of this
presentation will examine fraternity and sorority life in a historical context, then we will
spend some time talking about the growth of fraternities and sororities at CSU.
Additionally, we will look at the Office of Fraternity and Sorority Life at CSU, and wrap
up this meeting with next steps and opportunities for involvement in the community.



Overview of Fraternity & Sorority Life
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Now for an overview of fraternity and sorarity life. In this section, we will cover general history of the growth of
fraternities and sorarities in the United States, and discuss the significance of this history as it relates to our
organization and purpose.
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First click: What events are significant to each of the corresponding dates? Allow for members to guess the
events and once they are ready to explore the answers click to the next section of the slide.

Second click: In 1776, the first fraternity known as Phi Beta Kappa was created. The first sorarity, then .C. Sorasis
now known as Pi Beta Phi, was founded in 1867. The first African-American Greek-lettered organization was
founded in 1906. Multicultural fraternities and sororities boomed in 1975.

Though not inclusive of all events, the development of fraternities and sorarities has come quite a long way after
a few hundred years. The development of sororities, culturally-based chapters, and interest-specific chapters
have changed the way our fraternities and soraorities



Timeline and History of Fraternity & Sorority Life
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Some additional historical context to keep in mind about higher education:

1776: the first college opened its doors

1823: the first African-American graduated from a US college

1848: women demanded mare access to higher education in the US

What are some other historical landmarks of higher education that would help better understand the emergence
of fraternities and sororities?



Fraternity & Sorority Life at Colorado State University
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We all play a part in the narrative of fraternities and sororities. We've been spending some time as a group
talking about our organization, and what it means to be a member of this chapter. This next section is mare
about the fraternity and sorority life story at Colorado State University and how it looks today.
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There are four councils in Fraternity and Sorority Life at CSU: The Interfraternity Council, the Multicultural Greek
Council, the National Pan-Hellenic Council, and the Panhellenic Association. We will be spending some time
talking through each council in the later parts of this section.
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The FSL community has been at Colorado State University for 101 years! Starting in 1915, fraternities and
sororities were given CSU recognition and created an office to promote student and alumni engagement in the
university. While there were a few Greek-lettered organizations before 1915, the first three to be recognized were
Sigma Nu, Sigma Phi Epsilon, and Gamma Phi Beta.
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The members of fraternities and sorarities at CSU currently make up at least 11% of all students on campus!
Within the last ten years we've seen an impressive growth from single to double digits in affiliated members, and
we anticipate steady growth over the next ten years among current and future chapters. Over the next few
minutes we're going to talk about each council and some general facts about the community. The first of our
councils is IFC.



21 Chapters
Average Size: 43 Members
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In IFC there are 21 chapters, averaging 43 members in each organization. The members of IFC make up 38% of
the fraternity and sorority community. Of the 21 chapters in IFC, 6 chapters are have a particular focus or interest,
and are listed here. Additionally, there are 8 fraternities that have facilities. What are some ather things about
IFC that you would need to know to understand the council and its members?



10 Chapters
Average Size: 14 Members
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Our next council is the Multicultural Greek Council, otherwise known as MGC. MGC is one of our councils that has
both fraternities and sorarities at CSU. There are six sororities and four fraternities, and all ten chapters’ members
in MGC make up 6% of our community.
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